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J-EL: Much of your work touches a biographical or even
autobiographical nerve. What are the levels of storytelling,

fiction, and realism in your work?
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with a real-life story of war, terror, and escape. What is the role

[‘i““m“uh of your daughter here? Does she act? Or is she a witness,
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it a storyteller, a propher?
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Jan-Erik Lundstrém: Would you tell me about your background

and what led to your decision to work as a professional artist?
Adrian Paci

J-EL: After the Wall There Are Some Walls records a real event,
where the police try to stop you from taking water from the
Adriatic Sea. In the discussion that follows, your identity as an
J-EL: Your work is strongly rooted in your Albanian background artist and as an Albanian is questioned (this makes me think of
and in particular exile experiences. How does this reflect your
identity as an artist?
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Joseph Beuys’ action where he explains concepts of art to a
rabbir). Tell me about this incident, which, by the way, also
becomes part of the work itself.
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4~ Adrian Paci 0 - 0, 1998, stills from video

4 Adrian Paci Back Home, 2001

graph, 105 x 120 cm

4 4 Adrian Paci Home to Go, photograph, 100 x 100 cm

to your home village, presenting it to your relatives. Is this actual

exchange of things—of gifts as it were—important to you?

J-EL: Are you wary of being defined as an Eastern European
artist, an Albanian artist? Can the work of art withstand such

outside definitions and expectations?

J-EL: One of your most recent works, Back Home, also proposes

a certain kind of realism; the painted backdrop, representing a
house, is real in the sense that it is taken from a photograph

And this is parallel to the way you broughr the actual warter of
the Adriatic Sea into the previous installation, or the way you

returned with the video of your daughter singing—Apparition— Adrian Paci was born in 1969 in Shkoder, Albania. He lives and works in Milan



