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kaufmann repetto is glad to announce the new solo show by Gianni Caravaggio, “Weaver of Sunrises”. 
 
The works that are part of the show are inspired by the connection between the artist’s practice and the culture of 
Japanese zen gardens, specifically the Daisen-in garden in Kyoto. The lines drawn in the garden represent the 
river of life, flowing circularly on a path that reproduces the endless sequence of days leading into emptiness. 
 
In the same way as the zen garden is constantly regenerated, the works of Gianni Caravaggio result from a 
demiurgic act that functions both as the endpoint and the beginning of an endlessly repeated activation of creative 
processes. The show constitutes a setting of “seed-images”, capable of growing within the viewer. 
 
Just like the rock-turtle of the Daisen-in garden swims against the tide of the river of life, Towards Eternity is a 
metaphor of the tragic – and at the same time poetic – attempt of defeating death. The work is constituted by a 
block of polystyrene, from which a segment is removed. The bits that have been removed are then cast in zinc or 
aluminium and recomposed at a distance from the original block. The assembly looks like a rocky landscape, 
evoking the organic body of the turtle and its shifting hues. The fragility of polystyrene is congealed in fragments 
of a durable material and thus brought toward eternity. 
  
A similar encounter between the finite and the infinite is synthesized in Spreading one’s own Ashes: through a 
gesture that is both playful and metaphysical, the work illustrates the artist spreading his own ashes from the 
viewpoint of eternity. The aluminium arm, like the one of the artist, relates what would initially seem to be two 
different manifestations of the same material – the marble cone and the ashes – that transfigure one into the other 
and back again. 
 
Two Moons with Amazement, an oval shape in white statuary marble, betrays its medium with a malleable aspect 
that bears the traces of the artist’s hand. Two concave shapes seem to be impressed in the sculpture. Depending 
on how the work is exposed to light, they reveal different lunar phases while at the same time outlining a face with 
its eyes and mouth wide open. The sculpture symbolizes the moon, and at the same time the amazement felt 
viewing the spectacle of the cosmos. 
 
Sunrise and sunset open and close this scenery, obfuscating the entire space with two installations of threads that 
end in marble wedges synthesizing the artist’s hands. The two works, Weavers of Sunrises and Weavers of 
Sunsets, reproduce the always new – and always identical – flow of the lifecycle, since as the pre-Socratic 
philosopher Heraclitus said: “the Sun is new every day”. 
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